"Tell the world ahout the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and make everyone you know
aware of them. Get these rights taught to our children so they know their hirthright," says Youth for
Human Rights International's new Poet Laureate Larry Jaffe.

Mary Shuttieworth, President of Youth for Human Rights said the following regarding Jaffe’s
appointment: “For his entire professional career, Larry Jaffe has heen using his art to promote
human rights. He is a distinguished poet who prides himself on his community involvement and

Passionate about his
purpose, Jaffe said,
"Every day | read about various
human rights violations and in
my heart | know we can make a
better world. It is my great hope
that we as poets lead the way to
a new and better civilization."
His poem ‘Owned’ has been
adopted as the official poem on
human slave trafficking.

Jaffe served as International
Readings Coordinator for the
UNESCO Dialogue among
Civilizations through Poetry
Project from 2001 to 2004, a
project that incorporated
hundreds of readings in
hundreds of cities globally.

Earlier this year, as an official
Ambassador for Youth for
Human Rights International, he
toured the Czech Republic and
Slovakia to promote his poetry
and human rights work. Jaffe
brought his message of human
rights to a variety of venues
including the Jewish Museum
and the Museum of Literature in
Prague. “Larry's dynamic work
integrates a strong sense of
humour along with his tough
stand on human rights and
freedom,” said Ms. Shuttleworth.
He was recently awarded the
coveted Lifetime of Creativity
Award at the 2007 Saint Hill Arts
Festival. Executive producer

Sheila Gaiman presented the
award. She said: "Each year an
artistis chosen who uses their art
to help their town, country, or the
world. Larry is the first artist
selected to be working for the
safety of the entire planet and we
very much want to encourage
this and are very proud of his
work.”

Jaffe is the former poet-in-
residence at the Autry Museum
of Western Heritage and co-
founder of Poets for Human
Rights, an international coalition
of poets and human rights
a d v o c at e s
(www.poetsforhumanrights.org).
"The purpose of Poets for
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Human Rights is to remove the
veil obscuring human rights

violations on this planet, and
brightly shine the light of truth on
the perpetrators for the world to
see. It is the nature of poets to
lead the way for humanity and

we will break the bonds of
slavery and abuse wherever
they may be with our
observations and words," said
Jaffe.

Poets for Human Rights
chapters are now found
internationally.

To all human rights supporters,
Jaffe states, "The doctrine from

which we operate, if you will, is
the United Nations' Universal
Declaration of Human Rights
written in 1948. This document
defines human rights as it should
be. It is a shame that close to 60
years have gone by and there
are still so many human rights
violations in this world. Itis time
to do something about it!" Jaffe
also notes, "Youth for Human
Rights have produced a series of
Public Service Announcements
for each of the points of the
UDHR (Universal Declaration for
Human Rights). They are
absolutely incredible."
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SELECTED POEMS RECITED
BYLARRY JAFFE

AT ADF GLOBAL LEADERSHIP
SUMMIT OCT 2007 IN LOS
ANGELES

DARKNESS AT
DARFUR

Never again
Never again
Neveragain

When | was young this mantra
Of neveragain

Never again

Never again

Was drummed into my eyes
Ears, nose and throat

Neveragain
Never again
Keeps happening ever again

They say the never ending sunin
Darfur

Never sets

Yetwhy is italways dark?

Bodies carelessly bent
Mislaid souls displaced
Never again

Publicity spins brave new words
Presidents pompous finger
pointing

Dictators dancing

Masters of chicanery

Feudal frauds

Their mouths lying for public
order

Only to feed their arduous ardour

They fail to remember
That the hangman’s noose
swings both ways

Neveragain
Neveragain
Never again




WALKING IN SAND

| have walked the sands
In feet of Muslim and Jew

One lifetime | wear the Kufi
And the next the Yarmulke
Fromwandering Jew
Toready Muslim

I march through endless desert
Flag erect, mind besotted

With unrequited loathing
Strangling in righteousness

It is difficult to keep track of which
lifetime | despise the most

Muslim or Jew

In perpetual motion

Pressure of unseen fingers

| change religions

Like vestments representing each
lifetime

Worn by the mullahs and rabbis before

me
Each lifetime | undress in the sand
Trying to understand the lifetime before
me

I live in endless revulsion

Wondering why brothers fight

Breeding hate with the brilliance of
genetic engineering

Surrendering our offspring to eternal
death

And | wonder if | live through enough
lifetimes

Will | finally understand who really
designs thiswar?

Will | at last identify those perpetrators
of chaos to brave souls?

And will they finally stop waving their
banners

Like electrified sex symbols

It is my final wish for them to fly their
flags of hate at half-mast

While | watch love bloom in the sand

OWNED

| am owned by silence
Possessed by others slavery
denied in the highest places

| am owned by intolerance

Drugs prevent protest

Women and children sold to the
highest bidder

On hidden street corners of
underground slave markets

| am owned by indifference
Tears my only salvation

Children shackled to machinery
in third-world factories

Owned by first-world
corporations

| am owned by finance, body and
soul

Women chained to beds in
nomadic brothels

| am owned by ignorance
My rights abused

Invisible chains bind my soul
You say slavery is dead

| am living proofitlives

| am owned and only wish to be
free!
| am owned and will be free!
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